
Yin/Yang….balance…January 15, 2021 
 
Venerated: 
 
*It is the end of the semester.  Our new semester begins on Tuesday, January 19.  A 
reminder there is no school on Monday, January 18 for Martin Luther King Day.  Hope you 
have time to mention that great leader to your learner on that day. 
 
*As the semester ends, always a chance to remind guardians of elementary learners that 
grades and reports are simple insight into progress.  Elementary grades and reports are 
simply information for parents and teachers to continue to address goals and 
growth.  Grades in elementary school have no influence on later educational decisions and 
none of the import of high school transcripts.  Other than any advanced classes at the 
middle school, K-8 grades and reports have no bearing on post-secondary futures.  They are 
important in decision-making of assistance to a learner's potential only.   
 
*Camelot conferences will be held February 8 and 11 from 4-7:30.  These conferences will be 
virtual and targeted.  Teachers will be contacting you for appointment if they believe there 
is a  need to converse.  However, if you wish a conference and do not receive a contact from 
a teacher, you may contact the teacher and they will set up a time. 
 
*No school for Camelot on February 12 and February 15. 
 
*Many of our learners are now the proud owners of watches with many functions.  They are 
permitted at Camelot.  However, if they are used for communication outside of the school, 
they can become not only a distraction, but could be a deleterious and undesired tool of 
other mayhem.  If a student is found to be using their watch as a communication device and 
there is no extraordinary reason for that use, they will be asked to remove the watch and it 
will be kept in the office for retrieval at the end of the day.  If it happens a second time, the 
watch be picked up by a parent.  A third time will result in confiscation for the entire 
year.  Utilizing the watch and cell phones is a natural part of our lives now, as is learning 
when and where they are permitted for courtesy and safety.   Thanks for reinforcing our 
Camelot procedures for the safety and positive environment continually created at our 
school. 
 
*The weather will become Arctic next week.  Thanks for all you do to provide proper gear to 
keep our children warm and protected in this time of inclement outside. 
 
*We learned at our early out yesterday that many of the pick up plans for these times may 
be inaccurate.  Please check with your teacher if you have made changes to these 
plans.  Our teachers have the burden of making certain every learner knows and goes to the 
point parents have relayed to them.  Thanks again for helping all make these days risk-free. 



 
*Please see the attached Hy-Vee flyer for a method of adding some resources to Camelot 
school.  Thanks to Hy-Vee for this program. 
 
* *I was struck and a bit startled on Monday.   The large TV's in the commons were tuned to 
ABC, the daily news....when a still of president-elect Biden flashed and a chorus of boos filled 
the cafeteria.  Educators are required to walk a fine line, values neutral.   We have no right to 
imprint our values, other than those all share of honesty, integrity, respect, etc.  Our 
judgement would be unfair and solicitous.   So, I thought I would ask those cat-calling the 
future president how they arrived at that emotional outburst.  Many simply said they did not 
like him, no reason, just did not like him...a couple mentioned that he stole the election, one 
said he loved "Chinese"(coincidentally sitting across from one of our Chinese American 
students).  Others said he was going to take their guns, etc.  It was obvious most were reacting 
with modeling and mimicry from some other source.  I was sad, first that this high emotion 
was instigated without much thought or rationale, but larger that we have seen the loss of 
thoughtful balance in our politic, in our American lives.  The yin yang that we have much 
more alike than different and we share the American need and tradition of working together 
to make anything possible.  Also saddened, that without even having one day in office, the 
elected leader is given no chance, simply boo-ed from some place of unsupported disdain.  If 
that is our future, complete division no matter the character or action offered, how do we even 
have a future?  And what have we done to our children?  One axiom I am so fortunate to have 
learned from my parents and teachers when very young, leadership is very difficult and should 
be admired.   Another, I can always disagree with a person's opinion, yet still have respect for 
that person.   I hope we can instill that balance in our children.  If we only appreciate those 
who completely agree with us, we will never see the full potential of ourselves or our 
communities.  We will never have the civil dialogue and debate that is the soul of our 
democracy.   I am optimistic and hopeful we have not shattered the natural yin yang of our 
children, and forever stained their ability to listen and decide and search for their own 
balance.  Be the next leaders. The consent, admission and  consideration that there are other 
points of view.   That acceptance and celebration of our differences is what has made us 
unique in this world, and the greatest civilization in history.  I watch our teachers do the tough 
work of yin yang-ing to make sure all views are valued and heard and accepted.  Perhaps we 
all can use that necessary example to assure our children find the balance they need to find 
the lives they desire.  We will and we can.   
 
Willing and loyal servant to the Camelot and Brookings Community - Kevin 
 


